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 I am writing to share my journey of community 
involvement, which began in college and has continued 
through my work in scouting.  

I have always loved helping people and supporting my 
community. I first developed this passion in college 
through a professor who worked closely with 
community organizations. They opened my eyes to the 
needs in our communities and the importance of 
helping create a better place to live. Inspired by that 
experience, I began volunteering with different 
organizations, including The Kids Breakfast Club (TKBC) 

in Hayward, California. TKBC is a nonprofit that fights child hunger by providing warm 
meals, educational support, community clean ups and positive mentorship to low-income 
children and their families. I also volunteered as a soccer coach for children after seeing 
the positive impact after-school programs can have on a child’s life.  

Later, becoming a mother of two young children helped me realize that Cub Scouts shared 
many of the same values my professor taught me, such as caring for the community, 
helping others, and respecting nature. I wanted my daughters to learn those same values 
and I believed Cub Scouts could provide those experiences and lessons to my growing 
children. My oldest daughter joined Cub Scouts in first grade, but at first I stayed more on 
the sidelines as a parent. I became much more involved when my youngest daughter was in 
kindergarten and motivated me to become a Den Leader for Pack 205.  

At first I was nervous because scouting was new to me but I decided to give it a try. Soon 
after the pandemic started and we had to switch to online meetings. It was challenging but 
we worked through it together. Over time I completed multiple online leader’s training 
which led me to complete BALOO. Each year I continue learning new skills that help me 
grow as a leader and to better support the scouts in the program.  

I continue to feel a deep responsibility to make sure every child is included, have fun, and 
feel truly welcomed. I believe all children deserve the same care, respect, and 
opportunities. Every child should have a meaningful and positive scouting experience, 
including children with learning, developmental, or behavioral differences. I also aim to 
inspire in them the same passion for community and growth that my professor once 
inspired in me.  

With Appreciation,  
Jacqueline Reyes 


