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Craig Burkhardt founded Sea Scout Ship 25 in 2012 with 
the active assistance of U.S. Coast Guard Station 
Washington, DC, U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Division 25-
25, Hornblower, Ltd., District of Columbia Harbor Patrol 
and St. Augustine Episcopal Church.  He served as its 
first Skipper (adult unit leader), then Ship Committee 
Chair and now Treasurer.  

Ship 25 provides exposure to professional maritime 
careers to high school aged women and men residing in 
or near to the District of Columbia.  The Ship and 
assisting organizations achieve this through bi-monthly 

meetings, a new member training camp, annual long cruises on the Chesapeake Bay, 
summer boat lessons aboard training vessel Guardian I, orientations at military, 
commercial and law enforcement maritime installations and by following the Sea Scout 
advancement program.  Ship 25 has served 145 youth and 27 adult members since its 
founding.  This includes diverse persons, as Ship 25 intentionally recruits members from 
across all quadrants of the District.  Graduates have entered maritime careers, including 
three current cadets at the U.S. Coast Guard Academy. 

Burkhardt has been in Scouting for 50 years, having earned the Arrow of Light, Eagle Scout 
and Quartermaster awards as a youth and having received the Silver Beaver, Silver 
Antelope and Distinguished Eagle Scout awards as an adult.  He has served in key roles at 
every level in Scouting, including Assistant Den Leader, Scoutmaster and Skipper (District 
of Columbia), District Chair (Springfield, IL), founding Council President (Chicago, IL), 
Membership Chair and Area President (Central Region), and National Venturing Vice-Chair 
and National Income Fund Chair (National Council).  

In 2019 he founded BSA Troop 248 for Girls in the District of Columbia, served as its first 
Scoutmaster and was proud to experience his daughter Gloria become an Eagle Scout.  His 
recent service as Scoutmaster and Skipper are among favorite Scouting experiences 
because he has directly observed the positive impacts of Scouting on over 350 youth who 
joined these units. 

Burkhardt lives in the District of Columbia and is married to Barbara Burkhardt.  He is 
Deputy Under Secretary of Commerce and Deputy Director of the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology, one of the nation’s national scientific laboratories. 


