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Dr. Norman M. Rich, MD, retired U.S. Army Colonel, is a pioneering vascular 
surgeon and educator whose life reflects the enduring values of the Boy 
Scouts of America—character, leadership, service, and lifelong learning.  
  
Born in January 1934, in Ray, Arizona, Dr. Rich learned responsibility and 
service early as an Eagle Scout. In 1950, he traveled across the country by 
train to attend the National Boy Scout Jamboree in Valley Forge, PA—an 

adventure that expanded his world and left a lasting impression. During that journey, he met President 
Truman and General Eisenhower, an encounter that reinforced his belief in service to country. Through 
Scouting, he learned practical lifesaving skills and later served as a “medical officer” while working 
summers in an Arizona copper mine—early experiences that sparked his calling to medicine.  
  
Dr. Rich earned his undergraduate and medical degrees at Stanford University and began his surgical 
career in the United States Army. During the Vietnam War, he served as chief of surgery with the Second 
Surgical Hospital, where he revolutionized vascular surgery techniques in complex combat injuries. His 
work dramatically reduced amputations and saved countless lives.  
  
Following the war, Dr. Rich became the first vascular surgery fellow at Walter Reed General Hospital and 
went on to serve as chief of surgery for more than two decades. Dr. Rich founded the Vietnam Vascular 
Registry, based on hundreds of cases he treated while in Vietnam. Maintained for nearly 50 years, the 
registry became one of the most important resources in the history of vascular injury and remains one 
of his proudest accomplishments. In 1977, Dr. Rich became the founding chairman of the Department of 
Surgery at the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences, serving for more than 25 years.  
  
Dr. Rich has lectured in more than 50 countries, authored over 400 scientific manuscripts, and 
coauthored five books, influencing generations of surgeons worldwide. He has received numerous 
awards and honors throughout his distinguished career, including the prestigious military decorations, 
the Legion of Merit, and the Bronze Star.   
  
Above all, he values family. He has been married to his wife, Lois, for 66 years, and together they have 
raised four children and are proud grandparents of nine grandchildren.  
  
From his roots in Scouting to a lifetime devoted to healing, teaching, and mentorship, Dr. Norman M. 
Rich exemplifies how values learned in youth can shape a legacy of service that endures across 
generations.  


